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Minutes
	Meeting:
	PharmBiz Software Vendors

	Date:
	Tuesday 7 October, 2008

	Time:
	9:30am – 11:30am

	Location:
	DoHA, Scarborough House, Meeting Rm 3, Level 1 


Review of topics covered at the September 26 Meeting
Each of the topics covered at the September meeting were discussed. Only issues or comments not raised in the September meeting will be included in these minutes.
$1.50 dispensing incentive

Margaret Prichard and John Green concurred that the $1:50 dispensing incentive had been fully implemented and that the resources available on the ‘for developers’ website were very useful.
xml.pbs.gov.au

Agreement that the website is a useful resource and that the timely provision of XSL style sheets is most important.
PBS XML Schema – version 2.2

The XML will not cater for fees on a per patient basis. Version 2.2 will provide the data required to do the calculation (but not do the calculation).
PBS XML adoption
It was recognised that there were software vendors at each stage of adopting the XML version. There is a reliance on the provision of XSL style sheets. DoHA will continue to provide XSL style sheets to replace the existing data format (to provide equivalent output). Software Vendors who have adopted version 1.6 of the XML would require support to transfer to the 2.2 version.

Action Item:  A ‘Transition Guide’ is to be made available on the ‘For Developers’ website to support v1.6 users move across to the 2.2 version.

The expected timeframe for transition to (or adoption of) the XML schema is:

· Late 2009 – 

· Version 2.2 PBS XML released 

· Standard text files available

· XSL Style Sheets provided to extract text files in current format

· Late 2010 –

· Version 2.2 PBS XML available
· XSL Style Sheets provided to extract text files in current format

PBS Number

The code block system is expected to break down some time in 2009. After this time reserve blocks will be used and software vendors will not be able to rely on the existing code blocking system.
Action Item

It was suggested that the ‘For Developers’ website include a summary of all code blocks:

· what codes are available

· What codes should be used for

· which attribute to use to determine drug type
Timeframe

If 4 digit codes in the existing block structure will be exhausted by July 2009, software vendors will have to be prepared to introduce a new process for June 1 2009 data (effective date 1 July). The current data contains all the information required to adapt to the change.

The MPS will create text files based on the XML input, for 12 months post PharmCIS implementation. The MPS text files will support current text file content and not be enhanced to include new data included in v2.2 of the XML, such as 5 digits item code numbers.
PBS/ AMT alignment and integration

The aim of adopting AMT is to promote best practice in:

· Prescribing

· Best use of medicines, and

· Work practices within the department.

The PBS XML will remain functional as standalone, however one to one relationships exist between the XML and PBS structure at MP, TPP and MPP levels, allow AMT prescribers to link to the AMT and benefit from AMT relationships. 

To facilitate alignment with the AMT, PBS max quantities will be provided in terms of Pack Size as well as Unit of Use (except where unit of use is not applicable creams, vials etc). An AMT ID will exist in both AMT and PBS data allowing linkages between the two data sets. Additional item codes will be required to differentiate between pack sizes
Where a drug does not have an AMT ID the PBS code and/or Manufacture Code may be used as an identifier.
Action Item
Early Supply issue – application of the 20 day rule

Because a pack of 25 tablets will have a different item code to a pack of 50 tablets a new processing function will be required to ensure the 20 day rule is continued to be implemented correctly.

Note: A new process has been developed to cater for substitution across item numbers as ‘A’ flagging was not sufficient for this.

Bioequivalence/Biosimilarity and Brand-Substitution

No additional comments
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